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Pastor Mark’sMark

Unity
| in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that
theworld may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as|
love you. —John 17:23

It sayson the calendar that the week of prayer for Christian unity be-
gins on Wednesday the 18" of January. Thereason that’simportant isthat
it isGod’swill for usto dwell together in unity. Since thetime of the Refor -
mation physical unity has been an illusive goal throughout Christianity.

As| have said before, Presbyterians have always taken ecumenical re-
lations seriously because we believe thereisonenessin usthat must be ex-
pressed. Christ isworkingin usto bring about the unity of the body isword
and deed. We can do morewith God when we wor k and wor ship together,
when we seek common ground, when we do mission together, and reach
across dividing walls of race and creed to forge partnershipsin God’slove.

The Bay City Ministerial Allianceis planning to have a serviceto
mark theweek of Christian Unity. Last year we hosted it. Thisyear, | think
it will beat the Lutheran Church. Watch this space for more details. And
let us keep praying for the peace of Christ to dwell in everyone’s hearts!

L ove,
Pastor Mark



The Presbyterian Women are still selling the note
cards in the church office. There are 10 cards for
$6.50. They can be used for so many things.
Please stop by!

The Women would like to thank the congregation
of the church for their generosity i giving to our
Christmas Families. So far we have collected

nearly $961.00 . The money will be used for food,
toys, and other necessities for the two familes.

We thank you also for the food the church col-
lected for the food pantry. The Lord 1s working in

a wonderful way in our Church.

The newdletter has aletter from
one of the organizations that the
Quilts for Kids Women delivered
Quiltsto last week. The letter
speaks for itself about needy and
abused children in Matagorda

Save your Camp-
bell’s soup labels,
and the box tops for
Education. Just
bring them to the
church office and |
will pick them up.

Thanks! -Ann Bond Education

v ™

Prayer Chain contact num-
bers (when the officeis
closed)

N | V| W MarieHestand  245-4660

Prayer, It Werksi Mary AnnRoe  843-5027
Norma Peterson 557-4129

Please leave messages and the prayer chain will be
started as soon as possible.

Thank you in God’s name,
Prayer Chain Committee




The Legacy campus. Louise Callaway,

Our Missionaries: The Dunnsand The Hueys

Others: Bill & Cleora Boeker, John Johnston, Callier Grimes,
Margaret Kelly, The family of Bobbie Dykes, Darla Matthes,
Jeane Mayer, Greg Meyer, Gloria Smith, Betsey Holbert, The
family of Stanley Keathley, E.M. Huitt & his family, Jennifer
Greenway, Vernon L eissner, Paul Hinton, Roland Ander sen,

our college students, our elected leaders, our Staff and Session.

@
P

Our servicemen and their families:

"\ Air Force ----
Ryan & AngelaTobin
(CD" Kathy Trim
Er 3/ John Contreras (Elizabeth Rivenbark’s cousin)
Darren Hussey (Bobbie Dykes's grandson)
Michagl & Kari Plummer
Gary Kane (friend of Rivenbark & Flores family)
Army —
Michael & Jodie (Richardson) Waits
Navy —
Brian Davis
Jacob Haunsperger (Lily Flores's boyfriend)
Marines—Casimiro Perez (Rivenbarks' Friend)
Civilians —
Brian Keller working in Afghanistan
Jeffrey Davisworking in Irag

Lilian Flores

Haley Greenway
Elizabeth Rivenbark
Charles Boeker
Laura Frazier
Karin Hill

Sid Gilzow

Doug Huebner
John Merck

Ann Bond

Laura Bond

Pam Klepac
Marissa Gavender
Luke L edwig

Neal Tobin

Billy Rivenbark
Clifford Mullen
Samantha Friedrich
Ryan Tobin

Lenore Simons (101!)

Happy Birthday

01/01
01/03
01/06
01/09
01/09
01/09
01/13
0113
01/14
01/15
01/16
01/16
0119
01/19
01/21
01/22
01/23
01/25
01/25
01/30

Happy Anniversary

Jim & Dianne Matthes
Eric & Sonja Varndll
John & Linda Merck

01/03
01/04
01/13
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Anyone wishing to help prepare
Communion, please call Ann Bond.
245-1429

Audio/Visual System Running
in Robbins Hall

Our audio/visual systemis going
strong in Robbins Hall— it'sa
wonderful thing— and it’s avail-
ableto ALL. For questionson
how to set it up for your presen-
tation, contact Jim Coe, Charlie
Boeker, or John Hodges—they
will be glad to help you.

|f anyone wishesto join our
Prayer Chain, please call Sharen
at the church office at 245-8327
or Marie Hestand at 245-4660.

]p)]r@\y@]r Chatln

During this week, millions upon millions of
people around the world will be formulating
(l/ their New Year's Resolutions.
‘i’w” df 6H;;."/e's f]:'IOW tlllings u51111alk1y er.ld u& »
o of people are still keeping their resolutions
Happy New Year! afier the first two months.
67% of people actually make 3 or more reselutions.

The top resolutions usually involve promises to exercise more (37%), increase
the time devoted to study or work (23%), lose weight, stop smoking or
drinking (alcohel and/or coffee), and eat healthier.

People make more resolutions to start a new habit (84%), than to break an old

one (16%).

65% of people made their resolutions between the 28th of December and New

Year's Day. The rest usually take up until the end of January.

Of those who sucecessfully achieved their top resolution, 40% of them did so

on the first attempt. The rest made multiple tries, with 17% finally succeeding

after more than six attempts.

tSho ngat will your resolutions be for 2012, and do you think you can achieve
em?

December Sth was Monday Night Movie time. We gathered together to
watch "EIf" on the not so big screen at the Hodges' casa. Tt was alaughter-filled
way to get into the Christmas spirit!

For "Candle Lighting Day," we had a lesson on the Advent Wreath,
December 11th. We looked at the history behind it, the meaning of each candle
and its importance to the Advent worship season.

On December 16th it was time for some great Christinas Caroling and
Youth Group Partying. We met up at the church, loaded up into vehicles and
headed out to spread some Christmag cheer. The highlight was caroling through
the halls of the Legacy! Then we returned to the church to have our Youth
Group Christmas party.

This year's "Angel Tree" kid was a 10 vear old girl named Itzel. She
listed a desk, room decorations, a purse and jewelry on her wishes. Hopefully
we fullfilled it well with the desk, desk chair, lamp, desk supplies, and a
necklace purse that we bought! Thanks to those youth families that provided
money to help with the cost! Back to School

_ UPCOMING EVENTS 1/3/20124
1/2 - Monday Night Movie
1/8 - National Joy Germ Day
1/15 - Humanitarian Day
1/22 - Celebration of Life Day
1/29 - Curmudgeons Day EDUCATION

Vew Year's Scriptm'e: Therefore, il anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17

As alwans, gve the Lord prarse and glory i alf Fhat woy 5. ‘.’

{1/ Facts on Mew Year's & Resolutions
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JOIN USFOR CRAFTING FUN
TheArtsand Craftsgroup are meeting on thefirst and third
Thursdaysat 9:30 in the parlor. Anyonewho want to learn to knit
or crochet areinvited tojoin us.

If you would liketo join Quilt for Kids
cometo RobbinsHall to seewhat weare
doing. You can also see the baby quiltsand
blanketsthat are made for the babies and

L e %\1% kids of Matagorda County that arelessfor-
S, T B tunate than some of us. We also give a quilt
QUIH‘S For' K|ds to babies born to church membersand

grandchildren of church members.

Greetings, church members, John Hodges here—

| wanted to express my appreciation to everyone who did
things over the Christmas holidays—from tableau setup
and takedown, and participation (thanks Bill Irvine and
Charlie Boeker and the boysfor the help with all that hay,
and the women for refreshments and costume setup), to
caroling (thanks, Doug for the setup we ended up not us-
ing), the choir candles cantata and our super-dee-duper
choir, to the Wor ship Committee church decor ating that
took some doing, to Jarred and Edy for their help, to
Cindy (for the youth group party, Movie Nite, and general
advice), to Donna for the special services she was present
for (on her own time, | might add!), to Pastor Mark and
Janefor their help and encouragement along the way, the
extrawork Sharen did, and the wonder ful special music
performed by various singers and players (including Ra-
chel and Lily Flores).

| know there are others| should thank, and | hopel re-
membered them all. This church made it a nice time-of-
year this go-round, and the family and | weretruly blessed
with the spirit of the Christ child. God bless us, everyone!



Flower Arrangements

When calling the office to ar-
rangeto have flowersplaced in
the sanctuary, please also call the
florist to make arrangementsfor
the selection of the flowersas
well as payment!

ALL AREWELCOMETO
COMETO THE MONTHLY
BIRTHDAY LUNCH ON THE
2ND FRIDAY OF EACH
MONTH. WE MEET AT 11:30
AM AT KING BUFFET. WE
CELEBRATE THOSEWITH
A BIRTHDAY IN THE CUR-
RENT MONTH.

Our Time and Talents

Lay Leaders Children’ s Moment
Acolyte Schedule January 1
January 1 January 1 Dr. Mark W. Stoub
Aaron Ansari Kaylee Reed January 8
January 8 January 8 Joe Johnston
Halle Smith Cindy Hodges January 15
January 15 January 15 Norma Peterson
Bethany Brann Richard Knapik January 22
January 22 January 22 Cindy Hodges
Spencer Hill Gail Conner January 29
January 29 January 29 John Hodges
Justin Hubbard John Hodges
SNL HOSTS
P Nursery
,i.__%\ Workers January 1 January Ushers
RTIN NO SNL January 1 A
January 8 January 8 B
January 1 January 15 January 15 C
Ronnie Mullen January 22 January 22 D
January 8 January 29 January 29 E
Doreen Bounds
January 15
Marie Hestand
January 22
Ronnie Mullen
January 29
Doreen Bounds January Kitchen Crew
“5@ /Wé/l/\ Ethel Williams 245-3444
fé_\%ﬁ(ﬁ Anna Strickland
SORBLGPO Marie Hestand

KITCHEN CREW




X *  Supporting the Crisis Center of
Matagorda and Wharton Counties

¥ T

~ 5th Annual

“hicken Fried
Steak Dinner

Friday
Jan. 20, 2012
4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Hall

' Bay City

i =
i

$7 per plate
Dine In

Drivep rThlru

For Tickets
cash, check or credit card

Call 979-245-9109

or
Come by the Crisis Center at 3010 6th Street, Bay City

Funds raised will help support the programs of the Crisis Center:
Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Community Education

p
™

% and the Children's Advocacy Center
Sponsorship Opportunities
.. Event Sponsor -$2,500 - *
% Platinum - $1,000 '*.féﬁld -$500

‘3@3&7'2250 7 Bronze-$1

ok

OFFICE OF
SHERIFF MATAGORDA COUNTY

Gary L. Mathis Bruce Page
Sheriff Chigf Deputy
(979) 240-6022 Cell (979) 240-3385 Cell

December 14, 2011

Marie Hestand

First Presbyterian Church
2216 Avepue H

Bay City TX 77414

Dear Marie:

Thank you and the ladies of the First Presbyterian Church for again donating quilts to be
given to Matagorda County children who are victims of physieal and sexual sbuse,

Marie, I know you are aware of what we use these quilts for but T would like to explain to
those of your group who may not know how we use your kind donation. These quilts are
given to children as pait of a “goody bag” afler they have been interviewed concerning
allegations of being physically and sexunlly molested. After going through such a
traumatic ordeal of being interviewed and asked to provide specific details of horrific
abuse, we always end by giving these children their “goody bag” filled with books, toys
and one of your beautiful quilts. T have to share a story with you. We recently went 1o
trial on a defendant who severely physically abused her six year old stepdaughter, This
abuse included burning the bottom of her feet with an iron as well as tying her up and
breaking her arm.  On my first meeting with the little girl, 18 months ago, she received
one of your quilts. Her guardian reported to me at the trial that the child still sleeps with
that quilt every night as it gives her much comfort. By the way, the defendant was found
guilty and will be sentenced in January,

Thanks so much to you and the First Presbyterian Church ludies for all your hard work
and penerosity in once again donating the quilts,

SgL Chailotte B. Brown and S'HL James Orr
Criminal Investigations Division
Matagorda County Sheriffs Office







